
2021 Report from Presbyterian Women of the Northern Plains Presbytery 
Twenty-three women were welcomed in the sanctuary of the First Presbyterian Church in Colgate on September 

25th for the PW Fall Gathering with masks encouraged and physical distancing honored.   

Rev. Marji Ackerman led us in morning worship and communion from Romans 12:9-21 which directs each of us 

to “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, [always] persevere in prayer.”  Offering of $565.00 was split between 

Safe Shelter in Jamestown and Wings as Eagles Ministries.  

Gathering in the fellowship room, everyone shared “Who, how, what drew you to PW?”  Responses ranged from 

“attended with my mother,” “at my mother-in-law’s direction,” “someone asked me,” “only Bible Study in the 

church,” “helping in the kitchen during a funeral,” to “enjoyed being part of a women’s group in previous church 

family.” 

Following lunch, our speaker, Lynne Tally, shared about her life’s work at Safe Shelter in Jamestown, 

empowering victims of violence by offering information to allow victims to choose their own courses of action, 

supporting them as they act on those choices, and educating the public on issues of violence.  Working closely 

with law enforcement, medical professionals, lawyers, employers, the school system, and neighbors, Safe 

Shelter will do whatever it takes to provide safety for victims.  The Shelter’s vision extends to sexual assault and 

human trafficking victims as well.  Funds go towards prevention, advertising, community education and licensed 

counselors/social workers.  The biggest group being served are ages 18-35. 

Linda Warnke of Arvilla PW was recognized as outgoing secretary and thanked for her service to PWP.  The 2021 

Honorary Life members recognized and thanked for their continuing years of service in PW were:  Elaine 

Hendrickson, Towner, and Maxine Mattson, Fargo. 

PWP Moderator, Lana Schultz, reported on what it means to become a Matthew 25 group.  After discussion, 

PWP voted in favor of becoming a Matthew 25 group. 

PW groups are eligible for consideration of mission grant funds to complete their mission opportunities and 

encouraged to share the grant application with other ministry teams.  An application was included in the 

gathering’s packet. 

The annual PW Horizons’ Bible Study is being offered by Zoom through First Presbyterian Church in Fargo.  

Thank you to Rev. Mary Holtey for leading the study on the third Tuesday of the month at 2:00 p.m.  Open to all, 

go to the church’s website, www.firstpresfargo.org, click on PW Circles to join.  This is a wonderful gift the Fargo 

church is offering all women in our Presbytery. 

It takes a lot of hands to put together a PW gathering.  Thank yous are extended to our host Colgate PW for their 

hospitality and lunch, to Gilby PW for name tags, to Jamestown PW for arranging our speaker, to Fargo PW for 

morning snacks, to the Arvilla PW for closing devotions, to the PWP Coordinating Team for handling registration, 

planning ideas, afternoon bars, to our Presbytery Leader for walking us through our theme in Romans 12:9-21, 

and to the Executive Director of Safe Shelter in Jamestown for sharing her life’s work with us.  A huge thank you 

to everyone for the gift cards and toiletry items collected for the Safe Shelter and Wings as Eagles Ministries 

respectively and the generous offering received during worship.   

New next year, PWP will celebrate both a spring and fall gathering.  The spring gathering is planning an 

education focus with the fall gathering planning a mission focus.  Your ideas for these gatherings are welcomed 

and appreciated.  Contact Lana Schultz, PWP Moderator, Northern Plains Presbytery at lanaj0@casselton.net. 

See you next year! 
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