
Romans 8:28  For we know that in everything God works for good with those who 

love him who are called according to his purpose. 

 

We here at Bdecan have seen the work God can do. He has provided for us in so 

many ways. We have had many donations to the work here at Bdecan. We have 

also seen the willingness of the members of our congregation to aid Bob and I in 

things that need to be done. We now have between 8 and 10 people that come 

and help with the unloading the Great Plains Truck once a month that brings our 

food for the pantry. We also have 2 very dedicated ladies that help with the 

distribution on pantry day the 3rd Thurs. of each month. We have increased our 

hours to 7 hrs. so that distribution can be done with more social distancing during 

the pandemic. During my illness we have gone back to 3 hrs. from 4-7. We have 

not increased the number of people coming to use the pantry but it is steady 

between 40 and 50 families. We also have 3 ladies that come to help out in the 

clothing pantry so that can be open when we have food pantry day. Everything is 

put out and straightened out so it is easy for people to find things and the 

clothing and household goods have been going out at an increased rate because 

of the great need on the reservation. Many people are out of work and unable to 

work because they don’t have cars or gas money. 

Church attendance has been steady at about 20. We have many children who 

attend and so will begin having Sunday School in the fall.  

We have had 2 occasions with Rev. Donna Monteiths help to have 13 children 

baptized and communion services. She will be coming again on October 10 to do 

one more baptism and communion.  

Bob has painted the shed behind the church so it is more presentable along with 

the propane tanks. The yard has been cleaned up and shrubs trimmed.  

We are at present working on the back pack program getting ready for school to 

begin in another month. We are hoping that all the children will be able to be 

back in school and not at home on computers. We gave out all of the 130 back 

packs we had. It was a big success. 

Our programs have been well received with donations from many churches. The 

back pack program, the winter wear program, Food pantry, and clothing closet. 



We are now hoping to be able to reside the food pantry building as we have a 

donation that will enable us to do that. What we need is volunteers to help us 

with that project. If anyone is able to provide that help Bob and Louie will help by 

providing the guidance for this project. It is really needed Bob has patched up the 

holes but we really need the whole building done.  

The kids went to camp on the 18th of July at FaHoCha through a scholarship from 

Westminster in Virginia. We have 6 teens going. Some of the younger kids would 

like to go but they must be 8 to go and of course they are not old enough. I think 

next summer we will have quite a large group of kids able to attend. Camp was a 

big success and there was no covid reported this year after the event. We also 

received a large donation from Jay and his wife for the clothing pantry and it all 

went. Their daughter was moving and all the things she no longer needed came to 

us. It was 3 car loads and was well received.  

As most of you know we lost our beloved Hilda Garcia on July 3rd. Her services 

were all held at Bdecan which was her wish. It was well attended by many from 

the entire reservation. Her family has experienced a real loss. Her and Louie have 

always been the leadership of the church here at Bdecan. Many condolences 

were received by Louie from several people who have served and visited the 

church here. The services were provided with the help of Larry Thiele, and the 

leaders of the Dakota Presbytery, and myself. Several people of the community 

spoke at her services.  

We are looking forward to a celebration of 140 years of worship here at Bdecan 

on July 31st. We will have a picnic and games for the children. Louie will give a 

historical talk on the church and its founding and continued work here in Tokio. 

We will have in attendance Pastor Larry Boutelle from Rochester who has also 

done volunteer work for us with the Rochester ladies. They have done VBS for us 

and have been coming here for the past 5 Yrs. He will do baptisms and a 

communion service on Sunday August 1st.  

We hope that in the future we will be able to have volunteer groups come again 

once this covid 19 situation is resolved. We have missed having friends come to 

help out and visit us. The kids have especially missed having VBS the past 2 

summers. Rochester had planned to visit in Sept. but with the delta variant they 

decided to put it off until next summer.  



By now you all probably have heard that I have esophageal cancer and have just 

about completed my chemo and radiation treatments. I will be going to Rochester 

for the surgery to remove the tumor and then the healing will take another 6 

weeks before I am out and completely about again. Everyone has been so helpful 

and Louie even pitched in and did a couple of Sermons and prayer services for 

me. I am so greatful for all the cards and support, phone calls and prayers 

received. We have postponed confirmation and Sunday School until after my 

surgery. Everyone has been very understanding and Bob has been such a great 

support to me to help with the extra boxes that come up during the week. He’s 

been my rock for cooking, cleaning, driver and general support. I have been able 

to preach on occasion when I am not in the hospital or too tired. God has blessed 

us with so many friends and so much kindness from every one from Bdecan and 

the Presbytery and from our friends at Westminster in Va.  

Thank you all for your continuing support and we hope to see you in the future 

here at Bdecan.  

 

Rosie Helland  

Youth and Outreach Coordinator 

Bdecan Presbyterian Church, Tokio, ND 


